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The Commands of Our Lord

“Be Ready! Part 1”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Luke 12:35 “Be dressed in readiness, and keep your lamps alight.
Luke 12:36 And be like men who are waiting for their master when he returns from the wedding feast, so that they may immediately open the door to him when he comes and knocks.”

The reference above is to the Parousia, the second coming of our Lord.  We have been waiting over two thousand years but we should still think about His coming as imminent for we do not know the day or time when He will come again.  We should be living the Gospel so as to be prepared for the Parousia whenever it happens. 

Mark 13:33 – 37

“Take heed; keep on the alert; for you do not know when the appointed time is.  It is like a man, away on a journey, who upon leaving his house and putting his slaves in charge, assigning to each one his task, also commanded the doorkeeper to stay on the alert. Therefore, be on the alert-- for you do not know when the master of the house is coming, whether in the evening, at midnight, at cockcrowing, or in the morning--lest he come suddenly and find you asleep.  And what I say to you I say to all, 'Be on the alert!”’

1Peter 1:13 - 16 

“Therefore, gird your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am holy.’"

The last thing we should think about before going to sleep every night is how thankful we are for the gifts of that day and to give Him praise and glory for the day.  The first thing we should think about each morning is how grateful we are to be alive and able to serve Him.  He gives us each beat of our heart and we should be aware of His gift of life to us.  

I am excited about the time when I will see Jesus either upon His return or after I die.  He could come at any time and we need to think about being ready to greet Him.  I do not do everything that I can do every day to be prepared for that day and that makes me ashamed.  Let us all think about what it means to be dressed in readiness, keeping our lamps lit, and ready to immediately open the door.  

Jesus warns of a sudden end to this age that will be as final as the closing and locking of a door.  (Matthew 25:1-13) He meant the warning to give urgency to our days so that we would not be caught up in serving our worldly desires rather than God. While many Christians believe that the end of this age may occur soon, few are living conscientiously in that possibility.  Regardless of your physical age, one day you will die.  It may be that Jesus comes again before your death but one way or another before much longer we will all see Jesus coming as the Judge.  I like the recommendations of John Edmiston for how we should be waiting for that glorious day1:

a. Live holy lives abiding in Christ (1 John2:28) and perfecting holiness in the fear of God. (2 Cor 7:1)
b. Rejoice in hope knowing that we have a Savior who will certainly appear and all our work for Christ will not be in vain but abundantly rewarded. (1 Cor 15:58)
c. Be alert to the various deceptions that Satan will launch against the church in those days. (2 Thess 2:8,9; Matthew 24:11)
d. Engage in radical simplicity knowing that all our material possessions will be just fuel for the fire on that day. (1 John 2:15-17; 2 Peter 3:10-14, )
e. Be awake to God and not asleep in the light. (Matthew 25:1-13) This means we are to have a sense of perpetual readiness and anticipation and in constant spiritual growth. The attitude that "I will get right with God just before Jesus comes back is foolishness" and imperils the joy into which the believer can enter.  
f. Wait patiently for the coming of the Lord without giving in to skepticism about the apparent delay(James 5:7-8, 2Peter 3:3-4) or alarmist panic (2 Thess 2:1,2) concluding that He has already come.
g. Hasten the day by engaging in world mission and Kingdom activity. (Matthew 6:33, 24:14, 2 Peter3:12)

I leave you today with the above seven goals for us to use.  Next Sunday I hope to talk a bit more about the coming of this special time.  
1http://aibi.gospelcom.net/articles/parousia.htm
























